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FREESTYLE KAYAKING TEAM



GB FREESTYLE TEAM ATHLETE AGREEMENT
This agreement should be seen as a code of conduct, which is designed to enable each GB Athlete to make the most of his/her sporting career and for GB Freestyle to continue to develop and support competitive freestyle paddlesport.
1. GENERAL STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOUR & ATTITUDE
The Athlete recognises that as a member of the GB team, his/her behaviour will reflect firstly on themselves but additionally on the British Canoeing Freestyle Committee (BCFC) & its members, British Canoeing (BC), European Canoeing Association (ECA), International Canoeing Federation (ICF) and the sport. Accordingly, the Athlete agrees to conduct him/herself in a proper manner at all times while participating in GB team activities (including wearing Team kit) on & off the water and within all activities for bodies listed above.
The Athlete agrees:
a. to make a positive commitment to supporting and achieving the aims and objectives of the GB Team and the British Canoeing Freestyle Committee & its members and act as an ambassador for the sport at all times;
b. to conduct him/herself at all times when training, competing or as a member of the GB Team or within non-performance related activity in an appropriate manner that portrays the sport in a positive light and does not bring the BCFC/BC/ECA/ICF, the sport, any Commercial Partner or Athlete into disrepute;
c. to accept and abide by all the BCFC/BC policies and procedures currently adopted in relation to contractual relationships with ECA and the ICF, including this Agreement;
d. to project a favorable and positive image of the sport and appropriate dress standards when carrying out duties in relation to BCFC/BC/ECA/ICF performance and non-performance activity;
e. to behave reasonably and in a manner that shows proper respect for other members of the GB Team, other athletes and BCFC members and when training, competing or residing in national or international events;
f. to refrain from excessive behavior which would reflect badly on the sport and/or could prevent the Athlete from maintaining the highest levels of performance. This is out of respect & honour for our Team, other athletes/staff and to protect the image of the GB Team.
g. to refrain from any posts, photos or videos on social media detrimental to another athlete, the Team, coach, manager, staff, committee or official; or posts/messages which bring the sport into disrepute. The simple rule is: if you’re not sure, don’t post/send it.
h. to refrain from bad language at all times, on and off the water.
i. to keep BCFC informed of any change of circumstances that may affect the Athlete’s ability to train, compete or fulfil any other obligations of this contract to the high standards required by this Agreement.
j. to follow and uphold Freestyle Competition ECA and ICF rules as appropriate to the event.
k. to follow Freestyle Competition ECA and ICF rules on podium etiquette, as a matter of respect and national pride, which include wearing of GB team uniform/tracksuit, no hats or sun glasses, follow the advice from Team Manager;
l. to respect the decisions and follow instructions of the judges at the event. Any disputes are to be raised through the coach to Team Manager or directly with the Team Manager in a reasonable and timely manner or if during competition then in accordance with ICF/ECA rules.
m. to abide by the laws of any country in which the Athlete is training or competing.
2. TRAINING & COMPETITION
a. The Athlete will liaise with Team Coaches, Manager, other designated support staff and other Team athletes to train, prepare and compete at the highest level achievable.
b. The Athlete shall inform and discuss with the Performance Director any reasons for
non-attendance at Team Training.
c. The Athlete agrees to be considerate and respectful to other water users and people on the bank during training sessions.
d. The athlete will advise coach/manager or staff if they are to leave training session or GB Team events.
e. The Athlete agrees arrange appropriate insurance, visas and vaccinations for the activities and travel that they will be undertaking.
3. FITNESS, INJURY & ILLNESS
a. The Athlete agrees to use their best efforts and to maintain the highest possible level of health and physical fitness required for consistent training and competition as an elite international competitor.
b. The Athlete agrees to notify Performance Director if they become injured or ill during an event or competition or at other times if the illness or injury interrupts the Athlete’s training or will be absent from any events or competitions (including organised training events) due to injury or illness.
c. The Athlete, if ill/unwell, is expected to be considerate to other Team members and staff and avoid any actions which could transmit the illness to others.
d. The Athlete understands and accepts that freestyle kayaking is an assumed risk sport and agrees to take all reasonable care to avoid causing harm to himself/herself and others.
4. ANTI-DOPING
a. Athletes/Coaches/Manager/Support Staff are all expected to commit to the UK Anti-Doping rules and the ICF Anti-Doping which came into effect on 1st January 2015, based upon the current WADA code. (refer to consent form for resources)
Note this includes nutritional supplements, drinks, bars etc and not just medication, ingested, inhaled or injected etc. It also includes ‘recreational’ drug use and over the counter medications. It is the athlete’s responsibility to check before!
b. There may be specific cases where certain medications can be authorised by their physician. This will require a certificate of use from your G.P. A copy of which must be provided to the Team Manager. See British Canoeing Anti-doping and/or UK Anti-Doping Rules;

c. It is the individual responsibility of each Athlete/Coach/Manager/Staff to ensure they are familiar with, and to comply with, all the applicable rules and provisions with regard to anti-doping of BCAD/UKAD Policy and the World Anti-Doping Code.
d. Entry to European and World competitions under the auspices of the ECA or ICF are conditional upon athletes passing the ICF online anti-doping education course ALPHA and once every two years attending a BC Clean Sport Workshop.
5. EQUIPMENT & CLOTHING
a. Athletes agree to perform Official GB Team Duties and, whilst performing these duties, to wear current BCFC GB Team Kit as required by BCFC/ICF/ECA, including Opening or Closing Ceremonies, Award Ceremonies and official GB Team photo shoots.
6. MANAGING DIFFERENCES
a. Any complaints, differences or disputes which may arise between the Parties concerning or arising out of or in relation to this Agreement shall be dealt with in the first instance by the Team Manager;
b. All parties acknowledge the importance of dealing with disputes promptly, openly, honestly and fairly as soon as they arise and each of the parties agrees to notify the other of the full details of any dispute at the earliest possible opportunity.
c. In the event in which the Team Manager is unable to resolve the issue, or is involved in the dispute, the matter will be passed to the Freestyle Committee for resolution.
d. The Team Manager will report to the Freestyle Committee any reported disputes, etc and the outcome in their report to be issued after each training weekend and after the target event.
e. Where a dispute can’t be resolved at Committee level or if appealed this will follow the appeals procedure set out in the Selection Policy.
7. TERMINATION & SUSPENSION

An Athlete’s team position may be suspended or terminated with the authorisation of the Freestyle Committee. (However, during an international competition termination may be by unanimous decision of the Team Manager and Performance Director. Such a decision will be notified to the BCFC Chairman at the earliest opportunity.) This will be with immediate effect in the event that:
a. an Athlete brings either him/herself, a fellow Athlete or freestyle paddlesport into disrepute;
b. the Athlete is found guilty of misconduct as defined in BCFC/ECA/ICF Competition Rules, a doping offence or breach of BC/BCFC welfare procedures or is sanctioned under ICF/ECA other disciplinary procedures and; 
c. for any other serious breach of the conditions identified within this Agreement.
d. Termination decisions will be fully documented.
8. MINORS (THOSE UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
a. Athletes under the age of 18 are expected to read through the agreement and make a commitment to both GB Freestyle and their parents / guardians that they will follow it. Parents / Guardians should only sign the agreement when they are happy that their child fully understands the responsibilities laid out in the agreement
b. GB Freestyle operate in accordance with BC Safeguarding Policies and Procedures.
ATHLETE DECLARATION
By signing below the Athlete confirms that:
I will use my best endeavours to comply with this Agreement at all times and further understand and agree that any non-compliance on my part may result in the termination of this Agreement and me becoming ineligible for further participation in the GB team;
I have had the opportunity to read the UK Anti-Doping rules and British Canoeing doping rules and policy. I understand and agree that it is my obligation as a member of the British Canoeing and of the GB team to abide by them.
I have not altered any of the content of this agreement.
Name     ……………………………………….



        Date…………………………………...
Signed    ……………………………………….
Parent/Guardian signature if under 18 years of age
Name     ……………………………………….
Signed…………………………………………..               

         
        Date………………………………….
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